
 

 
 
COMMISSIONER’S UPDATE:   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commissioner Little and Deputy Commissioner Ray toured the Morgan 
construction site this week.  Facilities Administrator Tom Robinson, TDOT 
Commissioner Gerald Nicely, TDOT Engineer Paul Degges and F&A Assistant 
Commissioner Charles Garrett joined the Commissioner and Deputy 
Commissioner to discuss traffic and roadway improvements related to the project. 
Of particular interest is what effect the expansion will have on state Highway 62.  
“We are working with TDOT to speed up the improvements to local roads, to 
maintain staff safety coming and going from the facility and to minimize the impact 
on our neighbors,” said Commissioner Little.   
 
“We are making tremendous progress on the 
expansion project and moving along as 
planned.  Within the next few weeks, we will 
look at staffing for the Morgan expansion as 
well as for our other facilities.  During the 
upcoming budget process, we will make 
requests for additional staff as needed and 
better pay for all staff.” 
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OUR LOSSES:  
 

 
Wayne County Boot Camp is grieving the loss of a co-worker, 
friend, and family member.  Carolyn S. Hughes, Procurement 
Officer 1, passed away on July 30, 2006. She will be deeply 
missed. She is survived by husband Sgt. Phillip Hughes who also 
works at WCBC. Funeral services were held on Wednesday in 
Florence, Alabama.   
 
BMCX Correctional Officer Richard Tucker passed away 
Saturday evening of a heart attack.  Officer Tucker was 50 years 
old and had been a correctional officer for over 18 years.  His 

funeral service was held this week at Schubert’s Funeral Home in Wartburg.  
 
 
 
BIG SURPRISES IN SMALL PACKETS: 
 
Cpl. W. Lambert, Drug Detection Dog Tess and NECX staff conducted a search of 
NECX housing units this week.  
 

 
 
After Tess indicated on a bunk, a search by CO 
Bobby Taylor turned up 15 sugar packets. Inside 
the packets was a green leafy substance that 
tested positive for marijuana.  The inmate was 
charged with drug possession. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
Another inmate was intercepted when he arrived at his work site at the compound 
maintenance building.     
CCO English observed him bend down behind one of the utility carts. After 
searching the cart, a package of 15 sugar packets of green leafy substance was 
found and tested positive for marijuana. The inmate was placed on pending 
investigation for suspected drug activity.  
 
 
 



 
LUNCH AND A PRAYER:      

 
Commissioner Little was the guest speaker at 
the recent inmate prayer luncheon at WTSP.  
Commissioner Little was invited by inmate 
Lajun Cole, who along with Chaplain Paul 
Conquest and several other inmates, 
coordinated the luncheon. The theme was 
"Destined for Greatness".  Several of the more 
than 150 inmates, 15 staff members and 
volunteers delivered their own testimonies.    
 

 
 
 
The Commissioner shared his personal 
experiences, valuable lessons learned from 
the Bible and the changes that need to occur 
in order for successful re-entry into society. 
Warden Parker and AWO Ross Bates also 
attended.    
 
Staff from various institutions and central 
office conducted WTSP’S annual inspection 
this week as the facility prepares for the ACA 
audit in September. 
 
 
NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME: 
 
Commissioner Little was a guest speaker at the annual National Night Out Against 
Crime event in West Nashville.  The Commissioner joined the Metropolitatan 
Nashville Police Department in encouraging 
residents to be good neighbors and help in 
the fight against crime.   
 
Officer Todd Mask and Commissioner 
Little 
 
 
 
 



 
 
A FAMILY AFFAIR:  
 
The Genesis Program at CBCX-Site 2 held its 
Family Reunification event this week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Assistant Commissioner Jim Cosby, 
Executive Assistant Rae Ann Coughlin, 
Substance Abuse Director Bill Gupton and 
Volunteer Coordinator Richard Dixon along 
with Warden Ken Locke and Deputy 
Warden Charles Simmons welcomed 
inmate family members to the facility.   
 
The event was a chance for families to 
learn about the importance of the Genesis 
program and the need for their support.  
Inmates treated their families to pizza and a tour of the guilds.  
 

  
 
According to one inmate, “The vision of 
Commissioner Cosby and his team is 
beautiful! We’re moving forward, not 
backward.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CBCX GOES COUNTRY: With Dierks Bentley. 
 
 
When Grand Ole Opry Star Dierks Bentley needed help on the recording of his 
new song, “The Prodigal Son”, he looked no further than CBCX.  More 60 inmates 
participated by humming and stopping their feet.  Bentley’s latest album is due out 
on Halloween. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dierks is the youngest Opry member. His hits include “Lot of Leaving Left to Do” 
and “Come a Little Closer.”     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
LIKE MOTHER, LIKE SON! 
 
WCBC handed out service awards to Melba Staggs for 5 years of service.  She 
received a certificate, and a big umbrella she’d been longing for. 
 

Also, Bart Staggs has 10 years service, and he received a 10-year certificate 
award, and a knife. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WCBC would also like to welcome Mr. Dwight Barbee as Acting Warden. 
According to staff, “he is doing a great job, and has made an effort to meet 
everyone at the facility, including all shifts.” He says he likes “quietness and 
cleanliness.”  “Cleanliness we are, but quietness we’ll have to work on.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Steve Gatlin on his promotion to 
Unit Manager at NWCX.  
Steve is also a graduate of the National Institute of 
Corrections Management Development for the Future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WELCOME ABOARD:  
 
Commissioner Little and General Counsel Debbie Inglis welcome Doug Stephens 
to TDOC.  Stephens is retired from the Army and has been named Interstate 
Corrections Compact and Interstate Detainer Administrator. 
Doug grew up in Fort Worth, Texas.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He is married to Sara, has a son Douglas, daughter Amanda (who’s getting 
married today) and a step-son Daniel. Doug previously worked with the 
Department of Human Services.  
 
 
 
 
 
MOVE OVER HOME DEPOT! 
 
NWCX Instructor William Despain and his class display the new tile work placed in 
the showers at site 2.  It’s just one of Mr. Despain’s many talents.  He also plays 
the steel guitar at charity events in the area.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
FAMILY FUN DAY AT NECX:  
 
 

A duck race down the creek was just half of the 
fun at the third annual NECX staff and family fun 
day and picnic.  
With 350 people attending, this year’s picnic was 
the biggest ever. Cpl. Dragg stayed up all night 
preparing the fabulous barbeque. Capt Tidwell 
made the sauce.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
There were lots of door prizes from 
numerous vendors for lots of lucky winners 
plus 4 large inflatable fun things for the kids.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Health Services staff set up a tent in cooperation with staff from TDOH and 
Sycamore Shoals Hospital. A large section was dedicated to smoking cessation. 
NECX’S date to go tobacco free is November 1.    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
WHAT BETTER WAY TO SHOW YOU CARE: 
 
Warden Gil Mathis, DSNF, treated staff to a good old fashioned fish fry as his way 
of saying gracias for a job well done.  “There’s no special reason for this event, 
other than to say thank you for all the hard work that you have done.  It’s also a 
way to relieve stress as we prepare to implement the smoking ban,” said Warden 
Mathis.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Staff enjoyed fried fish, French fries and cole-slaw.  Yummy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
MEETING OF THE MEDICAL MINDS:  
 
First Medical Management held its first Medical Provider Conference at Nashville’s 
Millennium Maxwell House Hotel.  The conference introduced physicians, 
physician assistants and nurse practitioners to FMM’s chronic care program.  

 
Medical providers from across the state attended the 
conference and were very impressed with direction the 
Department of Correction is headed with providing a more 
standardized process for chronic disease management. 
Providers also got a chance to hear presentations from 
experts in the field of Hepatitis C and HIV management 
and a panel discussion on TB in Corrections.  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
THANKS FOR LISTENING:  
 
 
Sergeant David Castile, RMSI, hosted a 
luncheon for everyone who assisted him 
with the Grievance Board this fiscal 
year. Warden Ricky Bell attended the 
event to give his thanks as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FACES IN THE CROWD:  Snapshots of your fellow employees. 

                                       
 
John Drummond, Legal Counsel, Central 
Office. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Don Dunaway, Internal Affairs Director    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Benjamin Bean, Central Office Dispatch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
One more picture of Dierks Bentley, just 
because!  
 
 
 



 
 
 
SHOP TILL YOU DROP:   
 
Don’t forget, the tax free holiday begins this weekend.  The holiday runs from 
12:01 a.m. on Friday, August 4, and ends at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, August 6.   
 

“This weekend’s first-ever sales tax holiday in 
Tennessee is the realization of one of the goals I set 
when I first took office,” Governor Phil Bredesen said.  
The three-day holiday will provide tax savings for 
Tennessee’s working families as they prepare for the 
school year ahead. 

 
Details about the state’s sales tax holiday are available at 
www.tntaxholiday.com.  The following items are exempt from sales and use tax:   
--Clothing with a price of $100 or less per item. 
--School supplies with a price of $100 or less per item. 
--Computers with a price of $1,500 or less per item. 
 
 
 
 
PROFILES IN CORRECTION: The Untold Story 
 

 
David Bolin, Correctional Officer, STSRCF. 
 
He just may have found the secret to happiness. 
Officer Bolin believes if you can’t joke and have 
fun, you’ll be miserable.  This 22-year corrections 
veteran is happy go lucky, but knows when to turn 
on the serious side. 
 
 

 
 
Describe your work? 
“I’m a relief officer.  I have various assignments. I work every different post. 
It’s not the same old routine for me everyday.  My job has its days. I’m on the 
CERT Team and I was called in on my day off to do a cell extraction.  It’s a 
challenge. I enjoy this line of work.” 

http://www.tntaxholiday.com/


 
What the most difficult part of your job? 
“I’ve dealt with death several times.  I found an inmate hanging in his cell.  That 
one will always stick with me. It was the first time anything like that happened.” 
 
What do you do in your time away to relieve stress? 
“I ride four-wheelers, fish and hunt.  I like to do anything outdoors. My father 
(Hubert) was a 36-year state employee with the Forestry Division. I learned to love 
the outdoors from him.  He’s also very hard working, very dependable.  He’s been 
my role model.  I also work a second job and my younger brother, Dwayne, works 
here.” 
 
What would people be surprised to learn about you? 
“I’m an open person, what you see is what you get.  Everybody who knows me 
knows how I am, I have no secrets.” 
 
What has been the biggest challenge of your life? 
9/11.  I was in the National Guard at that time.  It was an emotional time for me.  I 
was on active duty and at first it was hard to believe it happened.  I just wanted to 
do something and not being able to, was tough after spending 21 years in the 
Guard. 
 
What’s the best advice you’ve gotten? 
“Your work is your name, my grandfather taught me that!” 
 
 
 
 
QUOTES OF THE WEEK:  
 
“Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with 
us” 
-Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Measure your wealth not in terms of dollars, but in terms of friends. 
 

-Submitted by Joseph G. Vernon, Special Agent in Charge (SAC) 
Internal Affairs, West Region Field Office. 

 


